
a disability pride celebration

Saturday, October 2nd, 2021
Hemisfair / Whova

PHOTOGRAPHY POLICY
All attendees may be photographed and included in event publicity materials.

You must be wearing a special armband to opt out of photos.  
Armbands may be found at disABILITYsa Guest Information table or at Guest Registration.
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™
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Grand Marshal: Batman of San Antonio

PRESENTED BY
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

 

 
WELCOME TO THE

15TH Annual AccessAbility fest and
3RD Annual abilitySTRONG Parade!

disABILITYsa  works to educate, advance, and engage individuals with disabilities by sharing information, 
creating opportunities, and strengthening organizations that serve them.  disABILITYsa connects people with 
all types of disabilities and their families to information about local resources, programs and opportunities 
that promote independence and inclusion.  Together, we can achieve a vision to make San Antonio the #1 
community where individuals with disabilities want to live, work, and play.

To register to attend the 15th Annual AccessAbility fest virtually at 2:00 PM, visit accessabilityfest.com 2

  8:30 A.M. Hemisfair DJ
  9:00 A.M. abilitySTRONG Parade Begins!
10:30 A.M. Celebration Welcome  

10:30 A.M. Sunny Sauceda
  2-Time GRAMMY Award Winner
  with 2014 Fiesta Especial Alumni Steven Rodriguez

   2:00 P.M. AccessAbility fest begins!
  (Virtual | Registration Required)

ABILITYSTRONG CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES 
Two-Time GRAMMY-Winning Tejano Music Artist
Sauceda plays the accordion and is known as the most ener-
getic accordion player in the world. His accordion playing often 
over shadows his vocal prowess.

Drakes Fun Foods
Shaved Ice, Mangonada, Funnel Cake, Picadilly | 
drakesfunfoods.com 

Jolly Joeys Presents Bounce Around
Join Bounce Around for some Balloon Art Fun! | jollyjoeys.org

Emergency management is a comprehensive system to 
respond to emergencies or disasters impacting our commu-
nity. Stop by their booth for some fun activities! | 
saoemprepare.com

ACCESSABILITY FEST
02:00 PM Welcome to the 15th Annual 
  VIRTUAL AccessAbility fest
03:15 PM Understanding & Responding to 
  Dementia- Related Behavior
02:30 PM Texas Technology Access 
  Program: Connecting for a 
  higher quality of life
02:45 PM SA Climate Ready: A Pathway 
  for Climate Action & Adaption
03:00 PM Education Advocacy: Writing 
  SMART Goals
03:30 PM Got a Job? Get a Job!
03:30 PM Pediatric-Adolescent Acquisition 
  of Life Skills (PAALS): Life Skills 
  101
04:30 PM Texas ABLE
04:45 PM Keeping Older Adults Active & 
  Engaged
05:15 PM Job Supportive Services: Partner
  ship for Life
05:15 PM How Mobility Devices Can 
  Improve Longterm Outcomes
05:15 PM ABA Basics
06:00 PM Brighton Center: Special 
  Education Advocates

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS



WATCH FOR LIVE COVERAGE ON FACEBOOK.COM/ACCESSABILITYFEST11

2021 ABILITYSTRONG ENTERTAINMENT
10:30AM Two-time GRAMMY-winning Tejano music artist, Sunny Sauceda

Sunny Sauceda’s career started as a childhood 
star in San Antonio, recording his first vinyl 45  
as a young boy at the age of 5 with conjunto 
pioneer Joey Canelo Lopez. During a lifetime 
spent with music; first with his family then 
with successful groups and now as a solo artist, 
Sauceda’s songwriting, recordings and perfor-
mances have been enjoyed by fans around the 
world. As the front man for Grupo Vida, and as 
the creator of the Eddie Gonzales sound his 
stage presence has influenced decades of up 
and coming performers across the globe. Sunny 
is the recipient of 7 GRAMMY nods, 3 
GRAMMY wins, 22 Tejano Music Awards, 
Pura Vida Award recipient, 2017 Tejano Roots 

Hall of Famer amongst several honors. 

Sunny Sauceda is considered the most 
energetic accordionist on the planet, with a 
sultry voice and a dynamic show that is 
cross-generational.  This year, Sunny will 
perform a few of songs with special guest, 
2014 Fiesta Especial Duke, Steven Rodriguez.

For as long as his family could remember, 
Steven Anthony Rodriguez Jr. has always had 
an accordion in his hands. He started out with 
a toy accordion; pressing on the buttons 
randomly with a gigantic smile on his face 
and stars in his eyes. Eventually, he received 
an actual accordion and started practicing 
from dusk till dawn trying to perfect his 
technique. Even though he could not hit the 
right key at the right time, he gave a grand 
performance to anyone who had come to the 
house and showed off the progress he made 
that day. 

Performing in front of friends and family 
started to turn into going on stage with his 
idols and performing for the audience as if it 

was his destiny to perform on stage with an 
accordion  in his hands. He may not have 
gotten the song down when he went up, but 
his stage performance was too good to give 
any criticism. Soon enough his idols turned 
into his fans and invited him to the stage 
when he brought his accordion with him. To 
this day, he still has difficulty hitting the 
right key but that never stops him from 
playing his favorite songs with a smile of 
someone who loves the music and the 
squeezebox.
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Chief William McManus
Appointed San Antonio’s Police Chief in March 2006. He oversees a 

civilian positions. Chief McManus has over 40 years of experience in 
law enforcement. 

Lead Banner: City of San Antonio City Council 
City Council Women: Dr. Adriana Rocha Garcia, 
Melissa Cabello Havrda,  and Phyllis Viagran  

earn a Ph.D. in Advertising from UT’s prestigious Moody College of 
Communication. Dr. Garcia has a passion for working with organiza-
tions that help San Antonio’s most underrepresented demographics. 
Today, she is joining us as Mayor Pro-Tem!

Melissa Cabello Havrda is a native of San Antonio who has proudly 
lived in District 6 her entire life. As a disability lawyer, she is excited 
to be part of such an amazing event that promotes the diversity and 
unique abilities of people living with disabilities. 

Phyllis Viagran has called District 3 home for a lifetime. She has a 
heart for serving her community, working many years as a teacher 

Phyllis Viagran feels strongly about advocating for our disabled 
neighbors and would like to hear your ideas for improving quality of 
life for those with disabilities.

Grand Marshal: Batman of San Antonio
You might quickly recognize him… The Batman of San Antonio. “It’s 

Batman of San Antonio is a loyal superhero to the San Antonio 
community who gives back to his community, supports our frontline 

right thing, even when you aren’t being watched. To help without 

forgiving soul. The most unique ability I have is being me. Because in 

Batman of San Antonio. 

The Bat Alliance 
This team has one goal. Be the Change. They hope to inspire and 
bring smiles to anyone and everyone who needs it and they certainly 

Wave Healthcare
Our presenting sponsor for the 3rd Annual abilitySTRONG Parade, 
Wave Healthcare and our 15th Annual Virtual AccessAbility fest 
happening this afternoon from 2-6 PM online! Wave Healthcare is a 
pediatric respiratory medical equipment services company dedicated 
to improving the health and well-being of children in Texas.  Wave 

with disabilities in all events for our community and city.  

2021 parade entries
The Texas Cavaliers
An organization of 600 business, civic and community leaders, who 
dedicate their time and talents in support of San Antonio area 
charities. Founded in 1926, the organization has blossomed into an 

and their generous supporters donated $1 million this past year to 
local children’s charities through the Charitable Foundation. The 
Cavaliers are also responsible for every facet of the iconic River 

-
tion. They promote inclusion and supports to students with disabili-
ties in gaining independence and creating a bright future

Judge Ron Rangel
Judge of the Texas 379th district court. He was awarded the 2021 

St. Mary’s University.  He advocates for and provide fairness and 
equality for all individuals, free from discrimination.

to ensuring equal access, full participation, and reasonable accommo-
dations by coordinating services that meet the unique educational 
needs of enrolled students with documented disabilities. District 
Support Services works collaboratively with students as they actively 
participate in their academic pursuits.

Rhodes Middle School LOTC

seen and unseen.

for their community!

Fiesta Especial Alumni
Young men and women who have completed the Fiesta Especial 

continue to be involved in community activities to represent the value 
and contributions of people with disabilities contribute in San 
Antonio.

Fiesta Especial by disABILITYsa
The candidates for the 2022 Fiesta Especial Royal Court are featured 

men and women are raising money for a wide range of local nonprof-
its that provide programs and services for people with all types of 
disabilities.

County Mounted Unit.  In the 
future, you'll see these mounted 
riders paroling the streets of 
Downtown San Antonio keeping 
our county safe for all citizens.

a disability pride celebration

The San Antonio abilitySTRONG 
Parade is a public expression of the 

belief that disability is a natural 

diversity in which people living



2021 ACCESSABILITY FEST EXHIBITORS (ALPHA)

101 Advocacy
Aligned As Designed
Autism Treatment Center
ConnectAbility
Crescendo Center PLLC
Exceptional Kids - A Resource Guide for 
the Special Needs Community
Fashion-ABILITY LLC
HUG ME Ink
Jobology 101
Partners Resource Network - TEAM 
Project

Find a volunteer and provide your contact information to participate in our program survey.  You’ll receive a festive 
sticker and be entered into a drawing for door prizes once you’ve completed the survey. 

DOOR PRIZES     PARTICIPATE IN OUR GUEST SURVEY

Project MEND
San Antonio Chapter of the National 
Federation of the Blind
Texas Health Steps and STAR 
Program Outreach and Informing
University Methodist Church
Wireless Toyz - STAP Specialists

OUR 2019 SURVEY DOOR PRIZES WERE PROVIDED BY:

8

101 Advocacy
101 Advocacy helps families navigate through the 

Aligned As Designed

to reduce or eliminate secondary disability caused 

ConnectAbility works to ease the burden on people 

To educate, advance, and engage individauls with 

available to children, teens and adults covering all 

 

I design and make custom clothing to allow any 

-

community engagement and awareness to 
allow blind people with the tools to live the 

Providing resources and assistance to those on 

Apple iPhones
Apple iPads
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2021 ACCESSABILITY FEST EXHIBITORS (ALPHA)
Project MEND

SALSA, San Antonio League of Self-Advocates

Blind

San Antonio Lighthouse for The Blind and Visually 
Impaired

Texas Health Steps and STAR Program Outreach and 
Informing

their Health Plans and Providers.

Texas Technology Access Program, University of Texas at 

The Center for Health Care Services-Early Childhood Interven-

University Methodist Church

Wireless Toyz - STAP Specialists



DISABILITYSA PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA / COMMUNITY CALENDAR
disABILITYsa.org is a collaborative online tool for sharing information, resources, ideas, and support between people with all 
types of disabilities; highlighting organizations and businesses that provide these services; and advancing public awareness, 
respect, and consideration for the success of people with disabilities. Since going live in 2007, disABILITYsa has given visitors 
access to useful information about programs, services, legislation, and stories that impact individuals with all types of disabilities 
in San Antonio and surrounding communities.

ACCESSABILITY FEST
AccessAbility Fest is a gateway to information, resources, and opportunities for individuals working to overcome barriers caused 
by physical, cognitive, sensory, and mental health challenges. AccessAbility Fest connects individuals with disabilities and their 
support networks to resources and creates opportunities for disability service organizations to collaborate, make referrals and 
provide more comprehensive services.  This program is held in high traffic venues to raise awareness about the value, successes, 
and potential of people with disabilities among the general public.

ABILITYSTRONG PARADE
The abilitySTRONG Parade is a public expression of the belief that disability is a natural and beautiful part of human diversity in 
which people living with disabilities can take pride. Held on the streets of downtown San Antonio, where many parades have 
taken place, this event demonstrates our efforts to “develop a whole community of people with disabilities and allies who are 
proud to be who we are, who do not see ourselves as victims, who expect more from ourselves and those within our community, 
and who are committed to building an inclusive community that recognizes the dignity, humanity, and worth of all people.”

FIESTA ESPECIAL® CELEBRATION DAY
Fiesta Especial® is a unique combination of Fiesta® experiences for children, adults and families of all abilities.  It is an inclusive 
and educational experience that attracts special education classes, group homes and day programs from San Antonio and surround 
communities.  The Fiesta Especial® Celebration Day program creates inclusive and educational experiences engaging individuals 
with disabilities in the Fiesta® celebration through Community-Based Instruction (CBI). A CBI is an effective instructional 
method for teaching, in real-life settings and under the supervision of educators, the skills that students will need for functional 
daily living as productive adults.  Community-Based Instruction (CBI) is a critical component of the educational program for these 
students, primarily because, as adults, the community is where they will need to use the skills they acquire during their school 
years. This program offers life skills and critical skills development for each participant.  This program is unlike any other in that 
special accommodations are made for the attendees who participate to include an onsite Registered Nurse, onsite EMT Standby 
Unit, adult diaper changing stations, private tents for tube feeding needs, accessible games and more. Academic, communication, 
and social skills are incorporated in this CBI which may include advocating for oneself, making a purchase, utilizing public 
transportation, attending a community event, ordering food and practicing vocational skills.  

FIESTA ESPECIAL® ROYAL COURT
The Fiesta Especial® Royal Court is a community engagement 
program of disABILITYsa providing a platform for Leadership 
and Life Skills Development for individuals who are ten (10) 
years of age and older.   Participants work to develop the 
following Life Skills while representing the leadership and 
contributions individuals with disabilities make in the San 
Antonio Community in the areas of Social Skills, Leadership 
Development, Problem Solving Skills, Communication Skills, 
and a few other life skills including planning, community 
awareness, advocating, and decision making. This opportunity 
enables individuals with disabilities to participate in one of the 
long-standing traditions of San Antonio...Fiesta®, San Antonio's 
Party with a Purpose.  The Fiesta Especial® Royal Court 
represents the community of individuals with disabilities at 
various Fiesta® events and activities while bringing awareness 
to one more segment of the beautiful canvas of people that 
make San Antonio a wonderful place to live, work and play.
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Your membership helps to financially support the 
programs and services offered by disABILITYsa, 
helping to fulfill our mission to educate, advance, 

and engage individuals living with a disability in the 
San Antonio community by sharing information, 

creating opportunities and strengthening the 
disability service organization in our community.

www.disabilitysa.org/membership



DISABILITYSA PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
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FIESTA ESPECIAL® INCLUSION 5K & PARADE
The whole focus is to make sure we are all included and … the 
focus for disABILITYsa is that we are engaging the community 
as a whole. It’s just not persons with disabilities or whether we’re 
young or old, but everybody deserves to be a participating 
member of our community, and we help make that happen.  
INCLUSION is involvement and empowerment, where the 
inherent worth and dignity of all people are recognized. An 
inclusive community promotes and sustains a sense of belonging; 
it values and practices respect for the talents, beliefs, backgrounds, 
and ways of living of its members.

This 5K race is a timed/chipped run and is inclusive with 
competitive divisions include Runner/ Walker (non-adaptive), 
Prosthetic Devise, Rider/Stroller, B/VI - Guided Runner, Power 
Chair, Wheel Chair, Sports Chair/Race Chair, Hand-Cycle, or 
Recumbent Bike/Trike.  In a lot of 5Ks, racers may learn about 
the people, programs, or cause they're supporting through 
marketing materials or even a personal experience; but for this 
race, all you have to do is look over your shoulder and see the 
difference you’re making in someone’s life by participating.

As the last participant crosses the finish line the streets are filled with anticipation and excitement as the parade gets ready to 
begin.  This small town street parade celebrates the inclusion and ability of all during the week of Fiesta.  Vehicles, marchers, 
bands, and a variety of groups participate, elevating an awareness for those with disabilities.

CONVERSATION 360°
The Conversation 360° creates an open and safe platform for an interactive dialog on the issues individuals living with a disabil-
ity in San Antonio face that create barriers to inclusion, independence, and a superior quality of life.  This discussion creates a 
dialog for improvement, identifying ways in which the San Antonio community can take action toward filling the gaps, creating 
awareness, advancing public attitudes, and creating a community of inclusion for all citizens.

CREATIVE SERVICES
disABILITYsa Creative Services offers marketing design, layout and printing services for nonprofit organizations serving 
children and adults living with a disability in the San Antonio community.  By doing so, we are able to help fulfill the mission of 
disABILITYsa to strengthen the nonprofit organizations that serve individuals living with a disability in San Antonio.

SPEAKERS BUREAU 
disABILITYsa works in the community to connect information seekers with people with disabilities who can provide testimony 
to their individual experiences to help make our community a better place for children and adults living with disabilities to live,
work, and play.  While we mainly focus on the topic areas of barriers impacting Education, Healthcare, Transportation, Housing, 
Employment, and Socialization; we have also helped to coordinate speakers panels for discussions on Employment Success, 
Accessible Parking, Entrepreneurship, Accessible Design, and more.

PILOT SERVICE & LEADERSHIP PROGRAM [NEW PROGRAM 2022]
The Service & Leadership Program (SLP) identifies opportunities and provides training for both individuals living with and 
without disabilities who are interested in advocating and serving the San Antonio community by engaging in volunteerism, 
service on nonprofit boards, and participation in strategic conversations about the future the San Antonio community.  While 
there are other opportunities for people with disabilities to learn to advocate for themselves, this program specifically works on 
providing the tools, resources, and connections for both individuals living with and without disabilities to advocate for the 
disability community as a whole.

Your membership helps to financially support the 
programs and services offered by disABILITYsa, 
helping to fulfill our mission to educate, advance, 

and engage individuals living with a disability in the 
San Antonio community by sharing information, 

creating opportunities and strengthening the 
disability service organization in our community.

www.disabilitysa.org/membership



DISABILITYSA COMMUNITY ADVANCEMENT EFFORTS
Collaboratives:

Civic Service:

The Housing Commission Bond Evaluation Framework for Public Comment is live!

https://www.sanantonio.gov/NHSD/Coordinated-Housing/Housing-Commission

https://hipaa.jotform.com/disABILITYsa/disability-
community-climate-survey
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There were many hands and hearts that came together to 
make today possible.  We’d like to recognize several of our 
supporting businesses and groups out here with us today: 

Hemisfair
City of San Antonio Disability Access Office
San Antonio Police Department
Deaf Interpreter Services, Inc.

disABILITYsa Board of Directors
Industrial Communications
Drakes Fun Foods
Winston School of San Antonio
Kohl’s 
IDMT035
The Rhodes Middles School LOTC Program
Our advisors from the Fiesta Flambeau Parade
A&A Concepts
Starbucks
DJ Pre-Mo
ZayZay Aquino
The Cawthon Family

tHANKS & sUPPORT

2021 planning team

Anna Wimberley, disABILITYsa
Melanie Cawthon, disABILITYsa
Ariel Corona, disABILITYsa

Mari Sandoval, Community Volunteer
Issac Shamas, Deaf Interpreter Services, Inc.

Our UTSA and Alamo Colleges WorkStudy Interns

DON’T FORGET TO SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!

JOIN THE TEAM
Visit us online and sign up for the Planning Team 2019.

We’d love to have you join us!
TASK FORCE TEAMS

Sponsorships | Entry Recruitment | 
Marketing/Publications | Public Relations

Outreach | Website/Social Media | Logistics

We’re kicking off Texas Disability History and Awareness 
Month. During the 82nd Legislative Session, HB 3616 
was passed which designates October as Persons with 
Disabilities History and Awareness Month.  This bill also 
encourages public schools and state agencies to celebrate 
the accomplishments of people with disabilities.


